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SUB J : ROMANIAN REACTION TO "COMINFORMISTS" ARRESTS 
REF: BELGRADE 4528 

1. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO ROMANIAN EDITORIAL COMMENT 
ON "COMINFORMISTS" AFFAIR, PARTY PAPER SCINTEIA (SEPTEMBER 
14) AND WEEKLY LUMEA (SEPTEMBER 19) BOTH PRINTED EXTENSIVE, 
APPARENTLY VERBATIM ACCOUNTS OF TITO'S 
REVELATIONS. LUMEA'S VERSION, RUNNING TO ONE FULL PAGE, 
WOULD SEEM TO CONTAIN TITO'S VIRTUALLY EVERY WORD ON TOPIC, 
INCLUDING THREAT TO CONVENE ANOTHER 2 1ST SESSION AND TO 
STIFLE ANY MOVEMENT OF "COMINFORMIST, LIBERALIST, 
NATIONALIST OR ANY OTHER" ELEMENTS. CENTRAL PRESS 
SEPTEMBER 22-23 ALSO CARRIED APPARENTLY FULL QUOTE OF 
TANYUG ITEM ON SENTENCING OF PLOTTERS. 
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2. COMMENT: SOVIET DIPLOMAT HERE APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN 
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INSTRUCTED TO KEEP LOW PROFILE ON ISSUE AND REPAIR DAMAGE. 
SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELLOR TOOK ESSENTIALLY NIKOFOROV LINE 
(REFTEL, PARA 7) OF INJURED REASONABLENESS, ALTHOUGH HIS 
DENIAL OF SOVIET INVOLVEMENT WAS HEDGED SLIGHTLY, AND HE 
ADDED "MESSAGE" FOR EMBASSY'S ROMANIAN CONTACTS TO EFFECT 
THAT SOVIETS COULD ASSURE THEM NO INTERFERENCE WAS CON- 
TEMPLATED TOWARD THE ROMANIAN COMMUNIST PARTY. 

3. EFFECT OF SCINTELA AND LUMEA REPRINTS IS TO GIVE 
IMPLICIT GOR SUPPORT TO TITO’S ACTIONS. IN WAKE OF WHICH 
ROMANIAN PARTY PROGRAM S SEPTEMBER 1 WARNING AGAINST ONE 
COMMUNIST PARTY'S INTERFERENCE IN ANOTHER'S AFFAIRS, OR 
SUPPORT OF "FRACTIONS" FROM OUTSIDE, LOOKS PRESCIENT. 
ALTHOUGH OFFICIAL ROMANIAN CONTACTS HAVE BEEN CHARY OF 
COMMENTING SO FAR, WE EXPECT THAT GOR IS GRATIFIED TO SEE 
POSSIBLE PRO-SOVIET, MEDDLING GET ITS COMEUPANCE AND FOR 
TITO TO SCREW YUGOSLAV UNITY AND DISCIPLINE ANOTHER 
NOTCH TIGHTER, BUT ALSO WORRIED ABOUT SOVIET INTENTIONS 
IN POST-TITO BALKAN ERA. CZECH EMBOFF, IN THIS 
CONNECTION, POINTED TO ALLEGED CALL ON GOY BY ROMANIAN 
AMBASSADOR IN BELGRADE WHEN STORY BROKE AS EVIDENCE OF 
GOR CONCERN. 

BARNES 
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